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HUON HOOKE

TASTINGS

WINE OF THE WEEK

Chanson Pere & Fils Le Bourgogne Pinot Noir
2006, $29

Bollinger has owned Chanson since 1999,
boosting its fairly ordinary reputation
enormously in that time. Vineyards have
been revived and winemaking improved.
This is a basic burgundy that punches well
above its weight. The colour is medium-full
red-purple and the clean, typical pinot nose
suggests dark cherry and spices. It has very
good weight, grip and flavour for the price.
Only about 20 per cent of it saw the inside of
a barrel but that's no handicap. A very good
wine and a great entry point to start
appreciating burgundy. Best now to three or
four years. 89/100

Food Barbecued quail, roast pigeon or duck,
veal sweetbreads, terrine de campagne.

BARGAIN OF THE WEEK

De Bortoli Windy Peak Sauvignon
Blanc Semillon 2007, $14

A lovely light, soft, well-balanced
quaffer that's not too herbal.
The fruit tastes and smells ripe,
not green, and the palate is soft
without being overtly sweet. It's
smooth and easy to enjoy.
87/100

Food Most types of salad.

INDULGE YOURSELF

Pol Roger Vintage Champagne
1998, $119

Pol vintage is always great
value for money, relatively
speaking, and the '98 is
especially good. It has a
marvellous combination of
finesse and complexity.
Beautifully balanced, it's one of
the more subtle house styles.
This is fine champagne. 96/100
Food Prawn dumplings.

~ mouth. 93/100
j Food Parmesan.
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TOP AUSSIE WHITE

Voyager Estate Chardonnay
2006, $42

The '06 season yielded top
chardonnays in Margaret
River. This was my favourite
in aclass of 57 last year.

A restrained, finely structured
wine, it has understated oak
and beautifully refined fruit.
95/100

Food Prawn and saffron
spaghetti.

TOP AUSSIE RED

sl(;esler Cabernet Sauvignon 2006,
5

A gutsy Barossa cabernet,
still with varietal signature
despite high ripeness and
15 per cent alcohol. Luscious
berry style with hints of
toasty oak and subtle
chocolate and vanilla.
Its flavours flood the




