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little taste of histor1,. The 1's31 is rE5o. Convicts are still
arriving on our shores from rnother England, the Gold
Rush is yet to break and Australia is 5o odd years from
Fecleration. In that same vear a 6.5ha parcei of vines,
planted around Siegersdorf in the Barossa Valley is

flourishing with voung grenache, ,"t.trillo,r ancl shiraz vines just begir-rning
their lor-rg u,orkir-rg lives. N{any seasons, and rvinernakers, have .oio. nnd
gor-re but these sar'e vines still stand proud at over r5o vears of age and
nearly zrn tall. They mav not quite be the olclest rines in the Barosia but.
as far as grenache goes, there is no older qLrality vineyard ir-r the worlcl
today, the great regions of Spain and F rance lncl.ided.

Today these r5o-year old grenache, senillon and shiraz'i'es are owned
by the cirillo fa'ily, and paternally tended by Sth-ge'eration rvinemaker
Marco cirillo. To say thev get the Rolls Rovce treatme nt is somewhat of a.
ur-rderstatemer-rt; lavish attention is heaped on ,each and ever1, vine. The
vineyard is a piece of l-ristory a'd treated as s.ch *itrr Marco alone taskecl
with keeping the vines fighting fit for vintages to corne. He dare not lose
one to 

^an 
inexperienced or careless hand and prefers to work the hours

hinself rather than risk damagi'g ]ris treasures. Ii is a strategy th:rt ce rtainly
pays ofL while his zoog Barossa Semillon is a deliciousry cr-isp, lorv alcohol
wine with €nely balancecl, vibrant fruit and acidity', it is the olrt 

'ine 
zoo6

cre'ache that sits as one of.the finest grenaches I have tasted, r,vith its long,
complex, lururious palate de'ra.ding a second bottle. A trtrlv serious and
autheniic grenache, it will comfortabiv live 1s years or more.

old vine treasures such as these, patches ofrvhich are spotted around
our country, have.not ahvays beer-r treasured. As recently as r9g5, wher-r

d"rJ.i.. 1,gt1P. 
glrrl sirnilar to llre orte ue are experiercing todal uas raragirrg'gq-:F the Iocal ind.stry, a vir.re-pull scheme was ir-rstigaied to remove excess

prod'ctive vines. n4any hectares ofseriously olJ'ines were uprooted,
their owners nistakenly thinking that the time lor these ord ,o,ork[,u.r.,

had prssed. Hou *rong they uere. ii'irh tlre q.ariry of uines rnade From
our reserves ofancient vines adored globally.

The real key to old vines is theii deep-1se1 systems, which dive cleep
into the surrounding soil tapping water and nutrients, even in the harsheit
of en'ironnents. Nowhere is this clearer than in poor vintages where
voung vines r.vill struggle r,vithout the resources for a successful season.
while the young vines lite rally wilt under pressure, the old hancls stride o',
.'perturbecl. old vines also_are significarltly less productive, rvhich gives
tl-re prized_fr.it greater depth a'd concentiatio'.'on the flip sicle, t"hese
grancl olcl dames reqr-rire great care to contin.e producing exceptio'ai fr.it
otherwise they will simply curl up and die.

In France, Italy and Spair, there has been another enenl\r for the old
vincs: the phylloxera tastatrix, a small mite that laid waste to nany great
vineyards in the late r8th centurv. To this day its rnarch conti'ues; it
i'rfilirated parts of the- Yarra valley in zoo6. B'i manv A.stralian regions
are' as yet, trnscathed, leaving some great old stocks in victoria, s-outh
A.stralia arrd Ncw Soutl-r wales, a lot of which rvere plantecl in ihe rgth
cent.ry. There is 'o other-cour-rtry that can match this astoundirg legacy,
which has been hancled dowr-r through generations. And our a.:,striiia'
vignerons can, and reg'larly clo, create trrie masterpieces in a bottle.

Kaesler Old Bastard Shiraz 2007, $150 ptus
The oid Bastard cones fror'r a singre biock oi vines planted in rg93 and is
a t.rbo-charged, hearty. style, much rike the *rn b.'l,ir,.l it, with 1;y";, "idark plrrm and clrocolate lnril rrnderpinned by r core ol fine_grained
tannins. Full-bodied and decadent lt will drink well for a decade. " @Angus Hughson is the author of worlclWine: Tlrc Importedwine Handbof,k.
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