Ommaka Reserve Chardonnay (NZ$26,95), This consistency just got it
over the line from the Mulderbosch, despite first-placed votes from
Foher! Joseph and myseld for the contralled, strlish complexity of the
03 Mulderbosch Barrel Fermented, Overall, this was a strong <lass,
particularly with the top 10 wines,

The success of the 2000 Pewsey Vale Muscum Heserve The
Contours Riesling [A$25.95/MAEITH5) in the aromatic das was
as clear-cut as it was predictable; il unyone still doubts the capacity of
screwcapped wines to age with infinite grace, this is as comvincing
proof as any. The only other wine to score strongly (apain, with
support across the board) was the 2004 Villa Maria Single Vineyard
Eeltern Gewiieziraminer [ASIS/NZE29.05) — far beyond aoything
Australiz (or South Africa) are able to prodoce with this variey,
and laden with spicy lychee [ruil.

The first thing [ wrote when [ smelled the 2004 Matua Valley
Paretai Sauvignon Blanc (MZ528.95), was “will polarise opinion’,
[T might as well have added what [ alsc knew: " ... and T will be left
alone like a shag on a rock™} T am acutely scnsitive to, and intensely
dislike, the sweaty armpit character which some highly regarded sau-
vignon blancs have, It may be an aspect of varietal characrer, bt
[meecifully) it is not a universal one. The 2004 Limbic Sauvignon
Blanc (AS241, by contrast, was a spotlessly clean mix of kiwifruit,
gooseberry and a twist of lemon,

The wooded white wine olass was smaller than all the others
because Mew Fealand makes so few of these outside chardonnay and
sauvignon blanc. The Aussie 2004 Cape Jaffa Brocks Reet Semillon
Sauvignon Blane {A315) emerged the winner — above South Africa's

2002 Rijks Semillon — crystal-bright and clean, it had
no hint of sweaty reduction, and a long, intense palate.

I've already covered Class & Clus 7 was a first-time
inclusion [or roses, Five wines stood out like beacons in
an otherwise ardinary clazs, in which the top two were
the 2004 Pepperjack Grenache Rosé (A513) and the
2005 Charles ielton Rose of Virginia {AF 13 NZE19.95).
The others were the 2004 Turkey Flat {A$17. 30/NLE24 ),
the 2004 Spy Valley (NZ516.93), from New Zealand,
and the 2004 Yering Station ED (A517.50), all of which
competed valiantly. All are virtually dry, doubling wp
cither as aperitifs or food wines, and are great examples
of a wine style enjoying worldwide interest (and sales).

I have largely covered the pinot noirs the class
provoked varyving responses (my frst place went to the
2003 Dalrvmple, 4523, but no-one else supperted me).
However, the 2003 Yabby Lake Vinevard Pinot Moir
(A%$35) had support acroes the board, as did the 2003
Carrick from Mew Zealand (ASS N £538.500.

Mew Zealand utterly dominated the merlot class,
altheugh stvle issues here were as important as they
were with the pinots. T had some reservations about the
varietal character and style expression of the 2002 Villa
Maria Reserve Merlot (ASGVMNZS39.95) but still placed
it second, Bob Campbell and Michael Fridjhon ranking
it first. Rich, luscious and generous, it is & lovely red wine which just
happens o be merlor, The 2002 Mills Rect Elspeth Elock 3 Merlof
{AS43/MNZ336] was the runner-up.

Mational pride was restored with the next five ted wine classes,
particulurly the shiraz, which New Zealand cheekily won in 2003, The
suceess of the 202 Wirra Wirra Vineyards BSW Shiraz (NZ335,95)
gave me infinite pleasure; it was one of five rable wines to roccive 97
paints in my 2006 Awsrralizn Wine Companion (see News, page 10}
Laden with dense but delicious Hlackberry and dark chocolate, it ney-
ertheless escaped (he alenhol trap. The 2002 Kilikanoon Oracle Shiraz,
recipient of 96 points in the Compamon, was a worthy runner-up.

Moss Wood's success in the cabernet sawvignon class was duc
reward for a classic wine from a great vintage: the 2001 1s a gorgeous
wine, silky and long, the epitome of clegance. The 2002 The Yarra
Yarea (ASTS). from the other side of the country, has outstanding
complexity in a velvety, rich and round frimmewark.

In the Bordesux Dlend class, the 2002 Haan Wilhelmus (AS48)
previiled over the 2001 Houghton Jack Mann (ASI0S/NZ389.95)
becanse it was well supported by all four judges, but only after some
discussion, Thess were the two standout wines in the class, the Haan
with miore heautifully integrated oak, the Jack Mann with greater fruit
purity and focus.

Four wines stocd out in the other red varictal blends, the near
misses being the 2002 Charles Melton Mine Popes (A343.50] and 2001
Wolf Blass Black Label (ASB1.70/MNZS13555), That said, the top two
wines were tied, the 2002 Kaecer WOMS (A$70}, a shiraz cabernet,
winoing only after much discussion and re-tasting. It {4 indeed, a
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“weapon of mass seduction”, with its powerful ver silky
core of redl und black fruits, while the 2002 Murray
Strest "rril'lt‘::r:il:ﬂ Benig Shirae Malaro (AS43) was an
abject lesson in seamless elegance.

The other red varietals provided the most contested
class of all: only twoe wines failed to get some support.
Eut the top two wines were a long way in front, albeit
aonly two points apart from each other: the 2003 Ander-
som Cellar Block Petit Verdot (A539.500, with powerful
ripe black fruis, which neatly avoids over-extraction:
and the 2002 Stanton & Killeen Durntf (A$30], which
provides similar contrel over dense, rich, black fruits.

South Africa had to wait to the end for its winner
but sl soin style with the tangy, long and balanced
2004 Medderbairg Noble Late Harvest, a marked contrast
to the extremely rich and lisciows Gand two years older)
firown Brothers Patricia Late Harvested Noble Riesling

[A326/MNZ329.95, 375ml]. [ have to admit that two of

my favoured wines = the 2004 Mount Horrocks Cordon
Cut Riesling ( AS32 — 2005 vintage] and 2002 Die Bor-
toli Koble One Botrytis Semillon (AS24/MZ832.93) -
did not parner enough support from my fellow judges,

bzt thern's the breaks, as they saw ks

TASTINGS

Thanks to finetuning of the ranking system, the net result was a genuine consensus outcome.

BEST IN SHOW AROMATICS

ROSE

Winngrs and runners-up in
the Tri Nations Challenge.

THINATIONS WINE

OF THE 5HOW

NZ 2003 Olssens Slapjack
Creck Pinot Noir

WEHITE WINE

OF THE SITOW

AUS 1990 MeWilllam's Mount
Pleasant Lovedale Semillon
RED WINE OOF THE SHOW
NEZ 2003 Olssens Slapjack
Creek Pinot Noir

SPARKLING
AUS 1998 Freycinet Radenti

Charlonnay Pinot Moir
ALTS 1999 Hil_l‘q]}' Arras

CHARDONMNAY

MZ 2003 Saint Clair

Cmaka Reserve Chardonnay
54 2003 Mulderbosch
Barrel Fermented

ALTS 2000 Pewsey Vale
Museum Releass

The Contours Riesling
NZ 2004 Villa Maria
Single Vineyard Kelrarn
Gewliretraminer

SAUVIGHNON ELANC

NZ 2004 Matua Valley

Paretai Sauvignon
fang

WOODED WHITE
YARIETALS OOH BLENDS
AUS 2004 Cape Jaffa
Brocks Reef Semillon
Sauvignon Blanc

5A 2002 Rijld's 3emillon

UNWOODER WHITE
VARIETALS OR BLENDS
ALS 1909 McWilliam's
Mount Pleasant

Lovedale Semillon

AUS 1999 Capercaillie
Hunter Valley Semillon

ALS 2004 Pepperjack
Grenache Fose

AUS 2005 Charles Melton
Rose of Virginia

PINGT NOIR

MNE 2003 Olssens Slapjack
Crees Pinotd Maoir

AUS 2003 Yabhy Lake
Yinevard Pinot Moir

MERLLCT

NZ 2002 villa Maria
Beserve Merlot

NE 2002 Mills Reef
Elspeth Block 3 Merlat

SHIRAZ

AUS 2002 Wirra Wirra
Vinevards RSW Shiraz
ALTS 2002 Kilikanoon
Oracle Shiraz

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
ALUS 2001 Moss Wood
Cabernet Sauvignon

ALIS 2002 The Yarra Yarra
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BORDEAUX BLENIDS
ALS 2002 Haan Willielmus
AUS 2001 Houghton

Jack Mann

OTHER RED VARTETAL
BLENDS

AUS 2002 Eacsler WS
AUS 2002 Murray Stoect
Vinevard Benno Shiraz Mataro

OTHER RED» VARIETALS
ALS 2003 Anderson
Cellar Black Petit Verdot
AUS 2002 Stanton

& Killeen Durif

SWEET WINES

84 2004 Nederburg
Moble Late Harvest

AUS 2002 Brawn Brothers
Patricia Late Harvested

Meble Riesling

Prices ane appra v le;
where unlisted, wines are

not available in that countey
To speimoe wirnes, see page 1535,
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TRI NATIONS
CHALLENGE

National pride was at stake at the third annual competition — inspired by
the rugby tournament of the same name — that pits the Southern Hemisphere’s
best winemakers against each other to discover who's on the ball.

y common assent, the judging of this year's Tri Matiuns (between,

of course, Australia, Wew Fealand and South Africa) was much
edsier — and mors satisfactory — than in previous years. The change
which brought this about was the inclusion of a neutral chairmn,
England’s Robert Joseph. Some fnetuning of the ranking system also
seemed to help matters, and the net result was a genuine consensus
outcome for each of the 15 dasses,

At this oint, T have to endeavour to avoid triumphalism, but as
you will see from the results summary (page 69}, Australia made a
clean sweep of eight classes, had the top wine in another two, and was
placed runner-up in another two, Results for the best wine of show
awards were also arrived at by the four judges = Bob Campbell MW
(from Mew Zealand ), Michacl Fridihon (Sowth Africa), Robert foseph
and myself - using a ranking system.

The top award went to the 2003 Clssens Slapjack Creek P'inot Noir
[(AS47.05/ML590) far the sevond vear in succession, the onby differ
ence being the vintage — last year, it was 2002 This wine 15 one af
considerable complexity and richness, which was very highly ranked

by three of the Four judges in its class,

Slapjack Creek has won numerons awards and plaudits in MNew
Zealand, and is on its way fa recognition as a classic. McWilliam's
Mount Measant Lovedale Semillon has a 25-year track record, and s
well and truly in the classic category. The 1999 (A4545) had wo defeal
not anly the ruaner-up {the 1999 Capercaillie, A325] but also the 1999
Tyrrell’s Belford (AS40) and 1993 Brokenwood ILR Reserve (AS43),
all of which had strong support. The Lovedale won the Best White
Wine of Show award because all four judges were in awe of its green-
vellow colour and utterly remarkable freshness and length of flavour.

But to begin al the heginning, as it were, with Class 1, it was, in
truth, a viclury for Tasmania as much for Australia. Sparkling wine
clusses are notoriously difficult o judge; the 1998 Freypcinet Radenti
Chardonnay Pinot Noir {4345) won because it was the enly wine to
recoive strong support from all four judges. Like the 1999 Hardys
Arrus { 4549), it has wonderful intensity, length and fine acidity. (T had
the Arras just ahead for its elegance and finesse, )

Australia was beaten up by beth New Zealand and South Africa in
the chardonnay class, Here, the (o two wings were strongly supported
by all four judges, wpecially the elegant. unforced 2003 Saint Clair

GOURMET TRAYELLER WINE



