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money on our pa.kaging and it's gear to
see that ith paying or," he said.

Thr kesler Old Basra.rd Shiraz lab.t
fcaturcs oother interesdng chdacler (d
okl b&stdd), c.cared by \.clt know arist

I(.t6ler winernako and gr ncEl nunager
Rei(l Boss rd said hc was nftia]]r- sceptical
aborr 6ing a canoon figure dd rhe $ords
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this calegory for tlre. Tln ee r)fth. besl
wor. FiNt Drcl) Wincs 2%, KacslcrOld
Beslart shire d Suru.l.s corg. Shiraz.

The Fi6t Drop:l% is n Barcssa Shiraz
wilh aspl$h it Albanro (:l%). whi(h
rearur.s a serdy lookilg Stanish nun on
ih. liont latrel, r)ftrle.l o what appeN ar
IlNl glan.e ro be slat-s ot tinb.L

Ills tlvo d.grccs ofserarutidr h !
packaging sense from F)rst [)rop:s l0fi,
Albatuo (rlled Ih. Marado., whi.h
Ieanrres a Spa.uish bullfighlef on the label.

Co-oirner and nrrkeierJohn Rer-sas sys
the l(ba wiih lhr entn.e Fisi Drop rangr is
to crcafe link4.s bcfifecn the win.s ro
takc rhe (onsumer on ajoumcl.

"The .harurter on th. ba.k label ot2% is
a Spmish or Ilispanic (lude. Ir\ a rip oiTof
ou Mala.lof label, which is ar Albdiro. He:s
a b.(k ally dudc who's nottouf rraditional
wine pa.kaging .har a.ler l!t'!e caded
ltuough rhe Slanish rhem. or inuuencc
lion' the Nlatador ro the 2%" he s1tiil.

''Th. dude on the frcnt is s earing bhrg,
AK{ 50 (l(nt, of 2%in this case. Ik,ts
cant'ing 2%nitk. stich links to rother of
ou wi'res. Iknher\ Milk.

"$re've also inclLdcd a garusta rap on rhe
back ilis vcry dirfefent f.n a win. labell
'llic irlertion wirh atl our brands is rhat
lhcy have their own pcNonali[] Tlur was
lhr notivdion with 2%<pare a unique
chdaclei {art the lab.l to renccr bils ol
timbet md tell a ccative story: Bui not bc
diflercntfor the sa].e orir, so {.e-! e kept
$)rue rcmmon lhomes throughou he rege.'

'l'he blend of Shirz an(lAlbeino is.lso
quile diflorcnl. In fa.t, co-omer arU
wi.enrakor tr{atl Cmt says hc belieles $t
2%is the only Shird Albarino bl.nd h thc
s'orld. Th. ?h spl&sh of Albarino softerc

Show
stopperc
Cindie Smart

onte whr l.bels sinply retuse
lo be ignorcd. Ol the 200 wines
lined up tor ldrling at fie Third
lnlernalidul shire Allidrcc in
June, only a hrndfrd fdl nrlo

tlF tanniN of the Shiu. Only ?}6 males a
hugc direrencejust tike ndding one or rwo
pe(ent of viognier to Shi@," he says.

The Firsl Drop botrles N a lot of fun,
but thc boys ba.k it up rith consistrntlt
sedous wines rhat scorr in rhc los, ntilt
?nd high g0s. Bur John snys lvine quat !
alonr is no longer rnougll

_{Je i . spenl 1r lot of rn c, effon an(t



008

ral

|IJBM JulV 9008 QUIBHV PI1(HAGING r 37

old Ba.slard on a wi e lahl, particulaly for
a$165 per bottle winc, but the.afly years
oihdd work to lin rcspect had paid off.

'lly busines partner Ed Peler, a beker,
de4erately watod to call the Fine Fat
Bastard, but I er])lained tllat had been
done. So wc $ ent with Old Basrard. lld
also desperatcty { mted to use Raldi
Steadme for the label, so se alproached
Ralph," R.id said.

"Using the nmr. Old Bastard was againsl
nN bett€r judgemeni, but il's $.orked.Its
doing r€ry well. I m a tJit of a traditionalisr
rnd at the iinre it was a sho( king thing to do.
Itt nmy, the label alw4vs gets a respor
ather r€ry posilive or lery negative. Th.rc
are nelTr fence siitelx eith the Old [t6tdd.

'The label really splils people- but at the
md of the alay ir cenajnly gets people talking
about the sine and pichng 'l rD or thc shelt_

Reid sid the Asian mark.t {.6
panicularly receptive to Old Basraln, {hile
ihe nnglish markct w6 a little nofe
rcluclant, givcn th. adventmus name and
the tmrlitional naturc of rhe market.

GANGSIA RIIP
tuo Pe|cont 2006 8am!6a Shlr& Loye lt or
||8le ll 8am6!a Sl nz h on top and I'm gor'
shlti. amigo riu| mt fle€t phat lrull Go
'hetd .nd e{vy ne, I'n lis BVb llVP and 2%
alnl goin' iorte|!, so t'oo can get to k|ow
ru. Ched( it wl.firstdloo$n s.con.

cool95 points. Roben Pdkcr wcnt on to
a$ard the 2005 Old Basred 98 points in an
April 08 issue ofBr.sin"ss WreN. The

'$Ie take our {inenraking vcry' scrioNly.
lbu cm only get away with this ki(lot
pekaging if you wine is senous, " Iicid
said. "There's a fine line belween ta. ky md
quirlq. The fact thal Ra.lph Siea.dnu
creatcd the label ad hels a $ell knoM
artist s'ho e6 been behind a lot of labcls
al$o adds a layer of credibilily. '

A perennial packaging favouite doud
tlrc WB,y omces ls the beautifully designed
Samuels Gorge Shiraz, developed by
dnemaker Justin llcNamee ed TUcker
Creati!'e. ftcker's job was to develop a label
thal sould appea.l to the US maket at a l;S
S35 price poinl. Tucker used a til.d mosaic
panem on the label. with ea.h tile containing
an image of th€ wines, winery or
einemakex The ovcral effect is spectacular
xtd speaks of cla-s. fness€ and indi\iduality.
The packaging continues to win acclainr
for its oriSinality dd imolation.

And sto is rhe Old Basred? 'l sr il !6
based on Ed and he says it F6 bed on
ne, but he:s go1 ntore shd6 s he'l|
probably win that argment," Reid sid.

The Old tlastard isn t the only quirb
$ine in the Xaesler range, with the Weapon
of Ma-\s Seducrion, The Boge ad The
Fale also raising sonre eyebrows.

But the Old Bastard ls no slotrch on the
*ine qualily front. Haney Steimm nmed
the 2005 Oll in his top25 Benchmek
Australie wincs in lt'tr. ,s)..to,or, lhen
Wn{, rirl/./si{s/ fcatued Old Ba-stad on
its corer late l6t yed, gi\ing the 2005 a

WIIUE BARRET RACKS
BARREL MASTER
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